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President of Northern States Power Company, who is adding 
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YOU'RE IN COMMAND 


J as the captain's orders direct the prog- 


ress of his ship, so do your orders direct 
the progress of the electrical industry, for in 
every industry the buyer is in command. For 
example, the more orders that specify factory- 
assembled switchgear and _ substations, the 
greater will be the manufacturers’ efforts to de- 


velop this type of cost-reducing equipment. 


So it is with research, engineering, and load 
building. When the purchaser places his orders 
with the manufacturers who do this kind of 


work, he not only stimulates these essential serv- 


ices, but he helps to guide the entire industry 
ina forward direction. Also, he obtains—im- 
mediately—the greatest value for his equip- 


ment dollar. 


This power of direction—this ability to speed 
up the progress of the entire industry—is in a 
sense the biggest responsibility a purchasing 
agent has, for it is his opportunity to save— 
ultimately—millions of dollars in operating 
costs and bring to his company millions of 
dollars in increased revenue through new 


developments and increased load building. 
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Northern States Power Building 


Program Largest in Three Years 


President Pack says company will spend $7,917,000 this year, as 
against $6,070,500 in 1937—Plans to complete installation of 
35,000-kw. turbo-generator and auxiliaries in Minneapolis plant 


Northern States Power Company and 
subsidiaries will spend more this year 
on construction thar in any of the two 
preceding years, according to R. F. 
Pack, president. Plans for completion 
of generating facilities, substations and 
transformers will be carried out during 
the year. 

Total construction for the year will 
amount to $7,917,000, as against $6,- 
070,500 last year and $3,672,000 in 
1936. The company will spend $3.- 
088,000 on steam stations, as against 
$1,392,500 last year and $243,000 in 
1936. Electric transmission costs will 
be $1,312,500, against $1,535,000 last 
year, and distribution costs will total 
$2,661,000, against $2,360,500 last year 
and $1,845,500 in 1936. 

This year’s budget is $7,754,000 for 
electric and $163,000 for other utilities. 

Last year the company completed a 
3,000-kw. turbo-generator, including 
auxiliaries and a boiler, for Grand 
Forks; installed two 10,000-kva. syr 
chronous condensers in the Twin Cities, 
along with new substations and trans- 
formers. 

This year the company will install 
a 5,000-kw. turbo-generator, including 
boilers, at Fargo, N. D., steam plant 
at a cost of $812,500. Installation of a 

000-kw. turbo-generator, including 
auxiliaries and two boilers, will be com- 
pleted in Minneapolis at a cost of 
$1,951,500. 


The company is planning to install 


additional transformers in some of the 
outlying divisions and in Wisconsin, as 
well as in the Twin Cities. Cables are 
to be installed in Minneapolis and 


St. Paul. 


Niagara Plea Won 
by Power Authority 


Announcement has been made by the 
Federal Power Commission that it has 
granted, in the public interest, the pe- 
tition of the Power Authority of the 
State of New York, asking leave to 
intervene and become a party to pro- 
ceedings before the commission on the 
application of the Niagara Falls Power 
Company for amendment of license to 
divert an additional 275 cu.ft. of Ni- 
agara River water through its Project 
No. 16 at Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Intervention by the Power Authority 
was opposed by the company and by 
the Water Power and Control Com- 
mission at a hearing held in March be- 
fore the commission on the ground that 
the Power Authority lacked the statu- 
tory authority to represent the State of 
New York in this matter. 

Terming the Power Authority a 
“duly qualified agency of the State of 
New York,” the commission’s order 
granting intervention states that the 
Authority has made “due showing that 
it is a proper intervening party” and 


is “charged with duties and responsi- 
bilities directly related to the develop- 
ment of navigation and the creation and 
development of hydro-electric power in 
the interest of the people of the State 
of New York in that part of the St. 
Lawrence River within the boundaries 
of said state.” 

The Authority, the order continues, 
as an agency of the state authorized to 
develop and market the power of the 
International Section of the St. Law- 
rence River, “is a prospective competi- 
tor of the applicant in the pending 
procedure.” The order further states 
that the Power Authority is in a posi- 
tion to furnish valuable information in 
the commission’s further consideration 
of the Niagara Falls Power Company’s 
application. 


Senator Bailey Would 
Amend Federal Power Act 


Senator Bailey of North Carolina has 
introduced a bill to amend the Fed- 
eral Power Act by liberalizing the pro- 
cedure for procuring court review of 
actions by the Federal Power Commis- 
sion. 

It is proposed to permit any person, 
state, municipality or state commission 
adversely affected by an order or find- 
ing of the commission, whether or not 
it has been a party to the proceeding, 
to appeal to the federal courts for re- 
view. At present only parties to the 
proceeding have the legal power to 
carry an order to court. 


NLRB Rejects CIO Petition 


National Labor Relations Board has 
announced dismissal of a petition filed 
by the United Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers ef America, Local 
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No. 1134, a CIO affiliate, requesting 
certification as labor representative of 
employees in the Beloit district of Wis- 
consin Power & Light Company, Mad- 
ison. 

Board action was based on a find- 
ing that the bargaining unit proposed 
by the United, composed of employees 
of the Beloit district, excluding office, 
sales and supervisory employees and 
bus drivers, is not appropriate for the 
purpose of collective bargaining. The 
territory of the company is divided into 
fourteen districts. The board stated 
in its decision that the record “indi- 
cates that the functions and interests 
of employees in all fourteen districts 
are similar and closely related. . . .” 


Hetch Hetchy Power 
Sale Ruled Violation 


Federal Judge Michael Roche ruled 
this week that San Francisco is vio- 
lating section 6 of the Raker act by 
selling Hetch Hetchy power to Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company. The federal 
government was granted an injunction 
to stop power sale six months hence. 

“We probably will appeal,” said City 
Attorney John J. O’Toole, who added 
that he will go to the United States 
Supreme Court should the Circuit 
Court uphold the ruling of Judge 
Roche. 

Edward G. Cahill, utilities manager 
for the city, said that the city will 
continue to sell power to Pacific Gas 
& Electric and will do nothing toward 
municipal distribution until litigation 
is concluded. Should the injunction 
be upheld on appeal the city will lose 
$2,200,000 annual income. It was indi- 
cated that such a situation might mean 
a tax increase of 28 cents per $100 
assessed property valuation. Mr. 
O’Toole contended that the company 
acts as the city’s distributing agent. 

The agreement, under which the 
utility distributed the power, has been 
in effect since 1935. The Raker act in 
1913 gave San Francisco water rights 
for a Hetch Hetchy plant. Voters have 
rejected bond issues for a municipal 
distribution system several times. A 
year ago a proposed $40,000,000 bond 
issue for such a purpose was defeated. 


Aberdeen Signs With TVA 


The municipal board of Aberdeen, 
Miss., has signed a contract with the 
TVA and hopes to obtain TVA energy 
in the late spring. The contract was 
signed by TVA officials at Memphis 
and Knoxville, subject to approval of 
the board of directors of the Authority 
at Washington. 
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Middle Western States Hard Hit 
by Severe Sleet and Snow Storm 


Power service interrupted over wide front as wires snap and poles 
topple under weight of record sleet coatings — Several communities 
without service while linemen worked to repair broken lines 


Middle Western states were hard hit 
last week by one of the severest sleet, 
snow and electric storms it has ever 
experienced. From Tuesday night un- 
til Friday noon power service was in- 
terrupted in many sections. 

In northern and eastern Indiana ice 
and snow caused hundreds of sleet- 
jacketed lines to snap and, in some 
sections, utility poles toppled over 
from the weight of inch thick coating 
of sleet on wires. 


Lines out of service 


As warmer weather arrived Friday 
the melting ice lightened the weight 
of the lines and the wires began “to 
dance,” thus presenting another haz- 
ardous_ situation which resulted in 
many short circuits and threw out 
service again. 

During the period of the storm areas 
in the southern portion of the state, 
near Vincennes and along the Wabash 
and Ohio rivers, were visited with elec- 
trical storms which put transmission 
lines out of commission for short peri- 
ods. 

Most of the damage of the storms, 
utility officials disclosed, was done to 
transmission lines, yet no actual re- 
placements will likely be necessary. 
Most of the cost will be clean-up storm 
work. 

In Muncie, because of a city power 
failure, the entire community was 
without service for three hours. At 
Warren, south of Huntington, when a 
43,000-volt wire snapped under strain 
of ice and snow, Huntington was 
thrown into darkness until linemen 
located the difficulty and made repairs. 


Number of towns hit 


Adams county, which covers Berne, 
Linn Grove, Geneva and other com- 
munities, was without electric service 
on Thursday and most of early Friday 
because of damage to transmission 
lines. Ft. Wayne, LaCrosse, Hunting- 
ton, Muncie, Alexander, Decatur, 
Bluffton, Michigan City, Elkhart, Gary, 
Rochester, Kokomo and _ Vincennes 
were in the storm areas and were with- 
out electric service during some of the 
three-day period. 

Central Nebraska Power at Grand 
Island reported several hundred poles 


broken and breaks in transmission 
lines. Iowa-Nebraska Power also suf. 
fered heavy pole loss in York and 
Norfolk areas. The Loup River public 
power district reported that 500 of its 
transmission line poles in the area of 
Columbus were broken. 

Across Iowa~and [Illinois no large 
number of poles or lines were dam- 
aged. The brunt of the damage ap- 
peared to be much more on the heavily 
loaded communication leads. In Chi- 
cago, and the area around, there was 
no extensive damage to lines. Many 
service outages from smaller failures 
such as service drops resulted from the 
storm. 

Engineers reported that utility lines 
held up remarkably well. There were 
few instances of costly destruction, 
although there were reports of many 
conductor breakage and switch result- 
ing in service interruptions. 


Virginia Utility Names 
O’Connell President 


Considering further action in its in- 
quiry into the holding company con- 
nections of Virginia Public Service 
Company and requests of counsel for 
a postponement of initial hearings, the 
Virginia Corporation Commission has 
been informed that the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission has launched 
a similar proceeding which involves the 
same holding companies. Hearings be- 
fore the Virginia body are scheduled 
for April 25. 

Edward Knuff, counsel for the Pent- 
sylvania commission, has requested the 
Virginia commission for copies of its 
proceedings, and added that an order 
has been issued to investigate Edison 
Light & Power to determine the advise 
bility of allowing payments of interest 
and dividends to the parent company: 

Following dissolution of the Virginia 
commission injunction and the ouster 
of Alexander Speer, president of Vir- 
ginia Public Service, the utility is n0W 
operating under a new president, ™ 
J. O'Connell, who was elected at 4 
meeting of stockholders. It was ™ 
Speer who protested to the Virginls 
commission and which led to its actio2. 
The utility has denied all charges made 
by Mr. Speer. 
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Oregon Public Ownership Defeat 


Seen a Major Blow to Bonneville 


Proposal to create public utility districts in Northwest rejected by 
3 to 2 vote — Distribution of Columbia river power faced with new 
problem — Ross declares he will sell to any agency designated 


A major setback in creating public 
utility districts for the distribution of 
Bonneville Dam power was suffered 
last week when seven counties in the 
Northwest defeated by a 3 to 2 vote 
the proposal for Oregon to enter into 
a vast public power enterprise. 

Regarded as the first real test of 
public ownership sentiment in Oregon, 
the election is generally interpreted as 
a severe blow to the New Deal’s power 
program. J. D. Ross, Bonneville ad- 
ministrator, took the returns philo- 
sophically, saying that “I am not in 
politics. Whatever agency distributes 
the power, it is my function to sell the 
power to that agency. Whatever the 
people of Oregon want they can have. 
I am not dictating to the people of 
Oregon.” 


Only few favor plan 


Counties involved in the election in- 
cluded Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, 
Washington, Poik, Yamhill and Lin- 
coln. Returns showed that only five 
towns, Barlow, Dayton, Lafayette, Mon- 
mouth and Falls City, voted in favor 
of the proposal. Some of the rural 
area in Washington County, including 
Banks, Rural, Buxton, Wallace, Ver- 


boort, West North Plains and Middle- 
ton, also favored the district plan, as 
did rural areas in Polk and Yamhill 
counties. 

The seven-county set-up, covering 
2,427 square miles of valleys and up- 
lands, is believed to be the largest such 
plan ever sponsored in this country. 
Under the terms of the Bonneville 
power bill, passed at the last session 
of the Oregon Legislature, half of the 
installed power of the dam must be re- 
served until 1942 for public utility 
districts. 

At the present time there are sev- 
eral power districts in Oregon already 
created, but inactive. Had the present 
proposal passed the voters it would 
have transformed the huge area from 
private to public ownership of power. 
Mr. Ross now has only the inactive 
Oregon districts and eighteen districts 
in Washington’ to sell the reserve 
power. However, indications have been 
given that Bonneville power would be 
available for sale and transmission 
over private utility systems. 

It had been proposed by Mr. Ross 
that a district covering the populous 
region surrounding, but not including, 
Portland and Multnomah County, be 





Linooin Electric Company 


GRAND COULEE—Fabricating frame of the 360 trash racks for Grand Coulee Dam, 
‘upplied by Arthur J. O’Leary & Sons Company, Chicago, which are of all welded 
steel construction fabricated in special rotating stands. In each rack panel 260 three- 


inch fillet welds were required 
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established for public distribution of 
Bonneville power. In the voting 42 of 
the 44 towns and cities included re- 
jected the plan. 

A survey by an Oregon state com- 
mission indicated little if any economic 
advantage to consumers in the district, 
even on the present private rates, and 
certain heavy tax loss if private lines 
were absorbed. 

It is believed that the defeat of the 
proposal may affect the efforts of Mr. 
Ross and public ownership advocates 
to amalgamate on a concerted program, 
with respect to Columbia river power, 
the numerous districts in Washington. 


Sees era of co-operation 


Franklin T. Griffith, president of 
Portland General Electric Company, 
declared that “I take this vote as in- 
dicative of popular preference for the 
continuance of private ownership and 
operation of electric utilities under 
state regulation. 

“It should promote an era of gen- 
uine co-operation between the federal 
agencies and the private utilities that 
will provide a rapid and compensatory 
loading of the present and future in- 
stallations at Bonneville, encourage the 
further development of the navigation 
and power possibilities of the Columbia 
river and increase the use of electric 
energy at progressively lower rates. To 
such a program the Portland General 
Electric Company is committed.” 

Public ownership advocates were 
frankly perturbed by the defeat of the 
county district proposal. Strong opposi- 
tion was expressed to the plan on many 
fronts. 


Senate Passes Tax Bill 


The Senate passed last week its own 
version of the 1938 Tax Bill without a 
record vote. The measure provides for 
total levies of approximately $5,000,- 
000,000. Among the changes in the 
bill as previously passed by the House 
was a provision exempting holding 
companies liquidating under the “death 
sentence” clause of the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act from the capital 
gains tax. 


Appeal From Board’s Ruling 


The United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco has been 
asked by Pacific Power & Light Com- 
pany and Inland Power & Light Com- 
pany to overturn the Federal Power 
Commission’s order that they cannot 
merge. The consolidation, approved 
by both the states of Oregon and Wash- 
ington, in which the companies oper- 
ate, was turned down by FPC on the 
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ground that the merger would not re- 
sult in lower rates or better service 
to the customers. The utility com- 
panies had recently asked for a re- 
hearing on the commission’s original 
order denying the right to consolidate, 
but the commission refused their peti- 
tion. 
* 


Files Condemnation 
Suit in Washington 


As the first step toward establish- 
ment of a state-wide public-owned and 
operated electric light and power sys- 
tem, condemnation proceedings have 
been instituted in the Cowlitz County 
Superior Court against the properties 
of the Washington Gas & Electric Com- 
pany. 

Suit was filed by Jack R. Cluck, 
Seattle attorney, representing Public 
Utility District No. 1 of Cowlitz County. 
With the filing of the action, the com- 
missioners of the district authorized a 
$4,750,000 bond issue to cover the 
cost of the proposed acquisition of the 
properties. 

Columbia Electric Development Com- 
pany, the Chase National Bank of New 
York and sixteen other companies de- 
scribed as having sun interest in the 
power company were named as co- 
defendants. 

“This suit should serve notice to all 
private power companies in the state 
that the public utility districts mean 
business and are not running a bluff 
in saying that it will force condemna- 
tion unless the private companies will 
sell their holdings voluntarily,” Mr. 
Cluck said. 

There are eighteen county-wide pub- 
lic utility districts among the 39 coun- 
ties in the state. 


Power Commission Approves 
Sale of Nebraska System 


FPC has announced its approval of 
the sale of all the facilities of the South- 
ern Nebraska Power Company, Supe- 
rior, Neb., to the Central Nebraska 
Public Power and Irrigation District 
for $898,000 in cash. 

The sale of facilities, the commis- 
sion’s order states, will aid in the ac- 
complishment by the Central Nebraska 
Public Power and Irrigation District 
of a program of rural electrification 
and a program of integration and co- 
ordination of hydro-electric plants on 
the Loup and North Platte Rivers. A 
program of co-ordination of the trans- 
mission lines and distribution systems 
throughout a large part of Nebraska 
will also be benefited by the sale, the 
order states. 
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Westinghouse Allots 
New Official Duties 


Three vice-presidents and two divi- 
sion managers of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company 
have been assigned new duties in a 
revised schedule of responsibilities an- 
nounced by President George H. 
Bucher. Vice-President Ralph Kelly is 
placed in charge of sales of the com- 
pany with headquarters in the Pitts- 
burgh executive offices. Formerly he 
was in charge of the Pittsburgh district 
works, including the headquarters 
plant at East Pittsburgh. 

Vice-President R. B. Mildon assumes 
management of the East Pittsburgh 
division, going there from Philadelphia, 
where he had charge of the steam and 
stoker departments. His new offices 
will be in East Pittsburgh. 

Vice-President N. G. Symonds, long 
associated with sales operations, will 
devote his time in the sales depart- 
ment to specific customer activities, 
association work and special duties as 
assigned. 

Roy A. McCarty, formerly manager 
of the small motor division at Lima, 
Ohio, is transferred to South Phila- 
delphia as manager of the steam and 
stoker division, and B. H. Lytle, for- 
merly a division manager in East Pitts- 
burgh, goes to Lima as manager there. 


Tennessee Court Upholds 
Law Permitting City Plants 


Tennessee’s 1935 statute authorizing 
municipalities to go into the power 
business has been upheld by the State 
Supreme Court. Enacted to help pro- 
mote the TVA and PWA programs, it 
empowers cities and counties to oper- 
ate power systems, letting them borrow 
money if necessary to build or buy the 
systems. The law was attacked by the 
Tennessee Electric Power Company in 
a suit against Fayetteville and by the 
Kentucky-Tennessee Light & Power 
Company in cases against Paris and 
Clarksville. 

Because of similar plans for public 
power systems, eight other Tennessee 
municipalities intervened in the Fay- 
etteville case in support of the act. 


Oklahoma Court Upholds 
Petition for State Vote 


An initiative petition providing for 
a state-wide vote on a constitutional 
amendment which would permit munic- 
ipalities to issue revenue bonds was 
held sufficient in a recent ruling of the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court. The court 
adopted the rule that a person who 


signed an initiated petition is pre- 
sumed to be a registered voter and 
placed the burden of proving other. 
wise on the protestants. 

The proposed amendment would 
authorize cities to issue bonds to con- 
struct or acquire existing utility plants 
and transmission lines without levying 
taxes, retiring the bonds from revenues 
of the plants thus placed under munic. 
ipal control. Utilities had fought 
placing the question on the state bal- 
lot. The protest was handled by L. J. 
Sartain, attorney for the Oklahoma Gas 
& Electric Company. 


Dismissal of Manager 
Arouses Townspeople 


Dissatisfaction of the townspeople 
with the reported removal of C. L. Me- 
Donald, manager of the Granville prop- 
erty of the New York State Electric 
& Gas Corporation, recently led the 
Village Board and town officials to 
petition for his retention as manager. 
The attitude of the community is 
clearly set forth in the Granville Sen- 
tinel: 

“The people of this village have no 
desire to appear to dictate to the com- 
pany, but they feel that Mr. McDonald 
has done such exceptionally fine work 

. that a change will but upset a 
smooth situation in times when such 
a situation is one of the most important 
assets of any organization. . . . Mr. 
McDonald has created an immense 
amount of satisfaction among the cus 
tomers of the company. His courtesy 
and efficiency have made him a valu- 
able manager.” 


EHFA Signs New Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts have been 
closed with the Valley Electric Mem- 
bership Corporation, Natchitoches, La.; 
Inland Empire Rural Electrification, 
Inc., Spokane, Wash.; Boone County 
Co-operative Electric Association, Co- 
lumbia, Mo.; Burt County Rural Pub- 
lic Power District, Tekamah, Neb; 
Carlton County Co-operative Power As 
sociation, Kettle River, Minn., and 
Central Electric Power Association, 
Carthage, Miss. 

Contracts have also been closed with 
the Barron County Electric Co-oper 
ative, Barron, Wis.; Inter-County Ru 
ral Electric Co-operative Corporation, 
Danville, Ky.; city of East Point, Ga. 
which operates a municipal utility; 
Wrignt-Hennepin Co-operative Electric 
Association, Cokato, Minn., and Satilla 
Rural Electric Membership Corpor 
tion, Alma, Ga. 
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Plans for the organization of a 
Young Men’s Utility Seminar for In- 
dianapolis were made last week at the 
close of a conference of young utility 
representatives of Indiana at Ipalco 
Hall, employees’ center of Indianapolis 
Power & Light Company. 

Participation in the conference was 
limited to utility men under 35 years 
of age. More than 240 attended and 
were welcomed by H. T. Pritchard, 
president of Indianapolis Power & 
Light. 

First of its kind 


The conference, the first of its kind, 
was sponsored by the Indiana Electric 
Association and was planned to provide 
younger utility men with an oppor- 
tanity to hear authoritative discussions 
of problems of the industry and to 
meet other utility men in order to ex 
change ideas about their own business. 

The committee on arrangements in- 
cluded Tom C. Polk, Public Service 
of Indiana, chairman; Wallace O. Lee, 
vice-president in charge of personnel 
and public relations, and LeRoy J. 
Badollet, both of Indianapolis Power 
& Light. 

Gov. M. Clifford Townsend and In- 
dianapolis Mayor. Walter C. Boetcher 
were speakers on the program. 

Other speakers included Mark Gray, 
editor Indianapolis Commercial; Dean 
H. Mitchell, vice-president of Northern 
Indiana Public Service; C. W. Leihy, 
editor Electric Light & Power; F. B. 


UTILITY CONFERENCE—Electric companies in all parts of Indiana were repre- 






Young Utility Men of Indiana Plan 


Seminar on Problems of Industry 


Culley, vice-president Southern Indiana 
Gas & Electric; E. G. Ralston, vice- 
president and general manager In- 
dianapolis Power & Light; Rowland 
Allen, personnel director L. S. Ayres 
& Company; R. A. Gallagher, vice- 
president Public Service of Indiana; 
Dr. Francis Harding, Purdue Univer- 
sity; C. V. Sorenson, vice-president 
Corporation Services, Inc., and S. B. 
Williams, editor of ELEctRIcAL Wor.p. 
Mr. Williams pointed out to the con- 
ference that such gatherings are ex- 
tremely helpful to the industry. “This 
industry needs men of vision, courage, 
intelligence and integrity, and the 
greatest means of combating fear is 
the interchange of ideas among you.” 
It was suggested by Mr. Williams 
that local gatherings of utility men be 
held io discuss problems of the indus- 
try. Round-table discussions were also 
suggested for interchange of ideas and 
discussions within companies. 


Refuses to Dismiss Charge 
Against Philadelphia Electric 


FPC has ordered the Philadelphia 
Electric Company to submit further 
evidence in support of the company’s 
contention that it was not selling elec- 
tric energy to the Delaware Power & 
Light Company, an affiliate, at a price 
below the actual cost of production and 
thus imposing an excessive and unjust 





“ented at the Young Men’s Utility conference held last week in Indianapolis, during 
which the major problems affecting the utility industry were discussed 
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burden upon its other consumers, as 
alleged in a complaint filed with the 
commission by H. Jerome Jaspan of 
Philadelphia. In the same order the 
commission denied the company’s mo- 
tion to dismiss the Jaspan complaint. 

Mr. Jaspan charged that Philadel- 
phia Electric sold its electric energy, 
which he said was produced for about 
1.5 cents a kilowatt-hour, to Delaware 
Power at an average rate of 4.9 mills 
a kilowatt-hour. The company denied 
this production cost. 


Construction Budget 
Largest Since 1930 


Wisconsin Public Service Corpora- 
tion and subsidiary plan to spend 
more than $3,350,000 for new construc- 
tion in 1938, J. P. Pulliam announced 
last week. This construction budget is 
the largest since 1930; by the end of 
1938 the property will have been in- 
creased by over 8 per cent, he added. 

More than one-half of the money is 
to be spent on additional electric gen- 
erating plants and equipment, Mr. 
Pulliam said, and by the end of 1938 
the generating capacity will be over 
109,000 kw., as against 90,000 at the 
beginning of 1937. 

Allocations of the construction ex- 
penditures include: $1,675,000 for a 
new hydro plant at Grandfather Falls 
on the Wisconsin River between Mer- 
rill and Tomahawk, including trans- 
mission line and substations; $115,000 
for improvements and changes in steam 
plants at Manitowoc, Oshkosh and 
Green Bay; $75,000 for changes in 
hydro plants; $100,000 for transmis- 
sion line improvements; $165,000 for 
substation improvements, and $985,000 
for new distribution lines, of which 
about $500,000 will be for new rural 
lines. 

Gross revenues of the companies to- 
taled $8,507,340, a new record, and 
an increase of 7 per cent over 1936, 
but were offset by total operating ex- 
penses, maintenance and taxes, which 
amounted to $4,969,472, also a record, 
and a gain of almost 10 per cent over 
1936. Kilowatt-hour sales totaled 264,- 
811,771, a gain of 7.5 per cent over 
1936, with an increase in revenue from 
these sales of about 7 per cent. Net 
income increased to $1,408,066, a gain 
of 17 per cent over 1936. 


Memphis Awards Contracts 


Equipment contracts totaling nearly 
half a million dollars for Memphis’ 
municipal distribution system for TVA 
power were recently awarded by the 
city Board of Light and Water Com- 
missioners. Federal Engineering & 
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Construction Company, Kansas City, 
was awarded a contract to furnish 
electrical equipment and circuits for 
one of the system’s substatiéns. The 
company’s bid was $222,930. Another 
contract for sub-transmission and dis- 
tribution circuits was awarded to the 
Miller Company of Jacksonville, Fla., 
on a bid of $233,803. 


Ontario Legislature Names 
Committee for Hydro Probe 


Ontario Legislature has established 
a twelve-man committee to probe pow- 
er contracts made by the Hydro Com- 
mission with three Quebec power 
companies last December. It also 
empowered the committee, headed by 
Attorney-General Conant, to inquire 
into any other power or other pur- 
chases by Hydro or any matters re- 
lating to Hydro administration. The 
committee will start work May 2. 
The 1937 contracts to be investigated 
were with the Gatineau, Beauharnois 
and Maclaren-Quebec power com- 
panies. 

Over Conservative protests, the gov- 
ernment refused to add to the com- 
mittee of eight Liberals and four 
Conservatives the name of A. W. 
Roebuck, former Liberal Attorney- 
General and Hydro commissioner. 
Mr. Roebuck led the fight for can- 
cellation of the Quebec power con- 


tracts in 1935. 
. 


Ontario Withdraws Proposal 
for Power Export to U.S. 


The federal government’s veto of the 
proposed import of Canadian power 
into the United States and of Ontario’s 
proposal to divert water into the Great 
Lakes and take it out again at Niagara 
was formerly accepted recently. 

Arthur Slaght, representative in the 
Canadian Parliament of Ontario’s Pre- 
mier Hepburn, announced the with- 
drawal of his bill to license export to 
the United States of 110,000 hp. in ex- 
cess of Ontario’s needs. “These times 
of stress are peculiarly an occasion 
when we should fall in with the views 
of the President of the United States,” 
Mr. Slaght stated. 


Accepts Utility’s Offer 


Acting on recommendations of the 
Humboldt TVA committee, the City 
Council has accepted the offer of the 
West Tennessee Power & Light Com- 
pany to sell its properties to the city. 
Mayor Howard Foltz was authorized 
to notify John Wisdom, president of 
the utility company, that the city is 
ready to begin negotiations. 
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Tribunal Sustains 
Power Act Validity 


New Hampshire Supreme Court has 
upheld the act embodying the New 
Hampshire program for water storage 
with incidental benefits of stream flow 
regulation, flood control and power pro- 
duction projects on a self-liquidating 
basis. Construction, ownership and 
management of works are delegated to 
the State Water Resources Board as an 
administrative agency. Water users, 
principally private utilities, will pay 
construction, administration and opera- 
tion expenses through annual contribu- 
tions fixed by contracts, while the state 


will guarantee revenue bonds issued in 
the first instance to provide construc. 
tion capital. 

In its opinion the court expressed the 
view that the industrial and economic 
welfare of the state is “a proper reason 
to develop water storage for use in 
creating water power,” and.that, while 
flood control and stream regulation 
were “desirable” as allied objectives, 
“a development solely to produce or 
enhance power would have valid stand- 
ing. . . The element of commercial en- 
terprise is entirely lacking. 

“The cheaper and more available the 
supply of water for power, necessarily, 
in the eventual outcome, the cheaper 
and more abundant the supply of elec- 
tric energy will be for public use.” 


Gridiron Dinner Features TVA 


A takeoff on the controversy between the TVA directors and the marble claims of 
Senator George L. Berry featured the annual Gridiron dinner, held in Washington 
last week. In a mountain hill-billy setting, simulating the interior of a cabin, with 
long rifles handy, the following song captured the show: 


Gather round me children and I'll tell a 
story, 

Of a feud back in the hills not far away, 

When two factions got disputin’, ’til they 
nearly came to shootin’, 


On just how the hell to run the TVA. 
Chorus 


Oh the TVA directors, they were split in 
different sectors, 

And they took to New Deal feudin’ when 
they'd meet. 

They'd accuse each other quicker than it 
took your eye to flicker. 

They would call each other “Liar! Crook! 
and Cheat!” 


Solo 


All their fightin’ started one cold winter 
mornin’, 

When old Arthur Morgan, 
honesty 

And suspicion, got to thinkin’ that there 
sure was something stinkin’ 

Near two other engineers in Tennessee. 


Chorus 


TVA’s administrators, they were mean 
and fearful haters, 

But old Grandpa Morgan beat ’em to the 
draw, 

And five thousand words of libel, in New 
England’s monthly bible 

Was the first thing that them other fellers 
saw. 


filled with 


Solo 


When Harcourt and David started out to 
get him, 

They just dropped their guns and hollered 
for “the law,” 

*Cause the both of them was bankin’ on 
the pull they had with Franklin, 

And they took the whole darn 
straight to paw. 


Chorus 


Oh them mountin engineers, they were 
fierce and fightin’ steers, 

And they bellowed round the White House 
loud and shrill, 

They told slanders without mincin’, 

And they were so darn convincin’ 

— Paw that Arthur ran a 
still. 


story 


Solo 


Arthur Morgan wa’n’t afraid of hell’s 
half acre, 

An’ he didn’t need a lot of time to think, 

He just planned hisself a killin’ and he 
started to refillin’ 

With another bloody load of pizen ink. 


Chorus 


Oh that ganglin’ electrician was a dar 
good boy, a dishin’, 

An’ he waited till he saw his foes and 
then— 

Arthur Morgan pulled the trigger and he 
got a headline bigger 

Than the headline of the other two had 


been. 
Solo 


When Paw Franklin heard the shootin’ 
down the mountain 

He retched up and took his flintlock of 
the wall, 

Grabbed his licker off the dresser 

And he said, “That derned perfesser's 

Went and took another shot at Lilienthal.” 


Chorus 
TVA’s administrators, they were fierce 
and fightin’ haters, 


But they couldn’t hate a half as good as 
Paw. ’ 
They came racin’ round the mountin, 

spoutin’ stories like a fountain, 
But they all were stricken dumb at what 
they saw. 
Solo 


Pappy aimed his double-barreled ‘cross 
the woodpile, 

An’ he hollered, “Arthur put that gu? 
away.” . 

Tell me all about this shootin’ and explain 
this yere disputin’, i. 

Or I'll blast some one right out of TVA. 


Arthur then got contumacious and gte¥ 
even more bodacious, 

An’ he tightly closed his mouth and shet 
his jaw, th 

Then paw’s squirrel gun went barkin 

And one barrel hit the markin’, 

But the other fired back and singed your 
Paw. 


(Dirge Notes) 
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New York Village Abandons Plans 
to Build Municipal Power Plant 


New Hyde Park board informs Washington PWA officials of rejection 
of $300,000 loan and grant for electric system in competition to Long 
Island Lighting — Increased labor and other costs cited 


Back in 1935, when the PWA opened 
its treasury to all cities with schemes 
to construct municipal power plants, 
New Hyde Park, Long Island, N. Y., 
approved at a referendum the proposal 
to get a $300,000 loan and grant for an 
electric system. 

Taxpayers’ money was easy to give 
away and the “more abundant life” 
was sure to be had, so advocates de- 
clared, through a municipal plant 
generating “cheap” electricity. “Death” 
to the private utilities was the byword 
emanating from those who wanted to 
put government in business to drive out 
private investments. Since those early 
days times have taken a saner turn, 
with greater study being given to eco- 
nomics, costs and operations of elec- 
tric plants. 


Rejects power plans 


Recently, after careful considera- 
tion, the Long Island village board, by 
unanimous vote, abandoned its original 
plans to construct a municipal electric 
system. The same board, which had 
recommended the proposal to voters 
who approved it two to one, notified 
Washington PWA officials of the rejec- 
tion of the $300,000 loan and grant. 
The board found that it would cost 
nearly $350,000 to build the plant now, 
with increased labor and other costs. 

In a report to the village board, 
Clyde Potts, the engineer who drew the 
original plans for the plant, stated: 


For three years, through no fault of the 
village, the utility companies have tied 
up the construction of municipal lighting 
Plants under PWA grants in the courts. 

The bond issue for the New Hyde Park 
plant was voted more than two years ago, 
and since then debt service has been run- 
ang against the issue, until at present 
some $6,000 must be raised for this pur- 
pose. We are advised that this condition 
cannot be corrected without another refer- 
endum. 

With these things in mind, it hardly 
seems that a $4,300 profit is enough mar- 
gin to justify a new referendum on the 
Project at present. A moderate increase 
i Operating expenses or construction costs 
might well turn the small profit now esti- 
mated into a deficit. 

Considering these factors from a strictly 
economical point of view, I believe that 
conditions are now changed to such an ex- 
tent that all the former advantages are now 

trgely gone and that it would be inad- 
visable to continue with promotion of 
the project. 

You should, however, be informed that 
the rates now lowered by the Long Island 
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Lighting Company may at some future 
time be raised by that corporation, and if 
you abandon this project you should be 
alert for any proposed increase in rates. 

New Hyde Park voters authorized 
the project December 10, 1935, by a 
tally of 344 to 281. Long Island Light- 
ing then began a series of litigations 
to halt the project, but lost the string 
of suits in the state courts. The utility 
then turned to the federal court, where 
it obtained an injunction delaying 
building until last January, when the 
U. S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of 
the village and vacated the injunction. 


Utility cuts rates 


During this time Long Island had 
cut its rates, in the general plan of 
reducing rates throughout its territory. 
Now labor costs have increased about 
25 per cent. Mr. Potts figures that rate 
cuts had decreased the estimated reve- 
nue from the proposed municipal plant 
from $46,182 to $34,476. This would 
leave a surplus of only $4,814, to which 
would be added an annual expense of 
$500 due to a change in the maturity 
of the bonds from 30 years to 20 
years. With this situation facing the 
village board, it was found that not 
even with PWA money could the vil- 


lage compete with the private utility. 

The board of five members, which in- 
cluded Mayor Herman H. Baer and 
four trustees, acted upon the recom- 
mendations of Village Counsel David 
Holman and Mr. Potts. 

Other cities having asked and re- 
ceived allotments, PWA funds for 
power plants are faced with the same 
conditions. Secretary Ickes has stated 
that the funds are ready and, in some 
instances, as in the TVA area, funds 
have been forwarded. 


Plans Experimental Line 


J. D. Ross, Bonneville Dam power 
administrator, recently stated that a 
20-mile line running north from Bonne- 
ville Dam, will be constructed this 
summer as an experimental d.c. trans- 
mission line. Mr. Ross said the plan 
involves the use of two inexpensive 
poles for supports, instead of a costly 
tower, and employs but two wires in- 
stead of the six normally required for 
a double-circuit polyphase line. As 
much as $9,000 a mile in the cost of 
construction of transmission lines may 
be saved if, experiment “proves out.” 


TVA Purchases Farm Land 


Announcement has been made that 
the Tennessee Valley Authority has 
purchased 358.4 acres of farm land 
in Marshall County needed in the erec- 
tion of the hydro-electric and flood 
control dam near Gilbertsville, Ky. 
Purchase price of the tracts was 
listed by the Land Acquisition Di- 
vision of TVA at $21,269. 





SALES MEETING—Sales department employees of New York Consolidated Edison 


recently brushed up on practices in commercial and industrial lighting at a meeting 





at which General Electric lighting engineers demonstrated latest equipment 
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Missouri Valley Body 
Discusses Power Load 


Significant addresses by two out- 
standing utility executives brought en- 
gineers in attendance at the engineer- 
ing conference of the Missouri Valley 
Electric Association, Omaha, last week, 
sharply face to face with the present 
realities of the business. 

At the opening general session of 
the conference George A. Neal, vice- 
president Sioux City Gas & Electric 
Company, discussed “How to Stay in 
Business” and Roy Page, vice-president 
Nebraska Power Company, gave a dis- 
cussion on the problems and methods 
of serving the large industrial power 
load. 

“We have, to an extent, done selective 
selling in the past.” said Mr. Page, 
“but today if we are to safeguard our 
companies, our investors and our or- 
ganizations, we must make sure that 
every dollar we invest for new busi- 
ness will bring in the maximum pos- 
sible net revenue for the minimum pos- 
sible outlay of cash.” 

The utility industry has throughout 
its whole history been giving “more 
for less,” asserted Mr. Neal, and has 
established the expectation of “more 
for less” in the public mind. It was not 
difficult to meet that expectation when 
things were booming along, but now, 
when the going is rougher, the job is 
getting harder, he said. It is here that 
the engineer must demonstrate his abil- 
ity—ability to improve operating prac- 
tices so as to reduce the B.t.u. per 
kilowatt-hour of a plant without spend- 
ing a lot of money on new equipment, 
to find unrealized capacity in an over- 
loaded distribution system or to make 
equipment perform better than the 
makers ever thought it would. 

Of the specifically engineering inter- 
ests of the conference, the performance 
of overhead lines under storm condi- 
tions—in view of the widespread sleet 
and snowstorm coincidentally raging— 
aroused most discussion. From the re- 
citals of testimony offered it appears 
that the capacitor is coming into its 
own in a big way as a means for dis- 
tribution system improvement. Among 
the steam men the now popular sub- 


ject of topping turbines engaged at- 
tention. 


Safety Council to Meet 


The ninth annual convention of the 
Greater New York Safety Council will 
be held April 19-21 at the Hotel Astor, 
New York. Experts in their field will 
address the forty-odd sessions of the 
convention on all phases of safety. 
Robert B. Shepard, electrical engineer, 
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Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., New 
York, will conduct the demonstration 
on electrical hazards in the home. 
Charles Poey, manager lighting bureau, 
New York & Queens Electric Light & 
Power Company; QO. P. Cleaver, illu- 
minating engineer Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Company, Bloom- 
field, N. J., and Karl Staley, illuminat- 
ing engineer General Electric Com- 
pany, New York, will address the ses- 
sion on industrial lighting. 





Arkansas Utilities Association—Annual con- 


vention, Eastman Hotel, Hot Springs, 

Ark., April 18-19. 

American Chemical Society — Semi-annual 
meeting, Dallas, Tex., April 18-21. 


Greater New York Safety Council—Annual 
convention, Hotel Astor, New York, April 
19-21. Julien H. Pty” executive vice- 
“i cae 60 East 42nd Street, New York, 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities— 
Annual convention, Jefferson Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo., April 20-22. Jesse Blythe, 
assistant secretary, Merchants Bank 
Bldg., Jefferson City, Mo. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power As- 
sociation — Annual meeting, engineering 
and operation section, Vancouver, B. . 
April 20-23. Berkeley Snow, executfve 
ers. 707 Spalding Bldg., Portland, 

re. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual 
conference, Edgewater Gulf Hotel, Biloxi, 
Miss., April 21-23. John Talley, execu- 
tive secretary, 308 Haas-Howell Building, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Electrochemical Society — Spring meeting, 
Savannah, Ga., April 27-30. Dr. Colin 
Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 
New York, N. Y. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers— 
Annual spring conference, Baltimore, Md., 
April 28-29. Brent Wiley, managing di- 
rector, Empire Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Maryland Utilities Association — Annual 
meeting, Lord Baltimore Hotel, Balti- 
more, Md., April 29. E. J. Roche, secre- 
a 55 E. Washington St., Hagerstown, 
Md. 


Edison Electric Institute—Engineering com- 
mittees meetings, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, Ill, May 2-5. Bernard F. 
Weadock, managing director, 420 Lex- 
ington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


National Fire Protection Association — 


Annual meeting, Atlantic City, N. J., May 
9-13. A. R. Small, 207 East Ohio St., 
Chicago. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 
tion—Spring conference, The Homestead, 
Hot Springs, Va. May 15-20. ee 
Donald, managing director, 155 East 44th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Northeastern district meeting, Lenox, 
Mass., May 18-20. . H. Henline, na- 
— secretary, 33 West 39th St., New 
York. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Asso¢iation 


—Annual convention, The Homestead, 
Hot Springs, Va., May 22-26. Alfred 
Byers, 


secretary, 165 Broadway, New 
York, N. Y. 











Westinghouse Plans 
Machine Tool Forum 


The 1938 Machine Tool Electrifica- 
tion Forum, third annual meeting of 
machine tool builders and electrical 
equipment manufacturers, will be held 
at the East Pittsburgh Works of the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company, May 9, 10 and 11. For 
the purpose of discussing more ac- 
curate and finer control to meet the 
increasing needs of industry, this meet- 
ing will be of interest to all tool 
builders. 

The program will include papers on 
special and difficult problems presented 
by representatives of machine tool 
builders. Talks will also be given by 
Westinghouse works, application and 
design engineers. Inspection trips 
through the Westinghouse Research 
Laboratories and manufacturing plants 
featuring recent developments will be 


arranged. 
7 


A.I.E.E. Organizes New 
Section at Muscle Shoals 


Pursuant to authorization by the 
board of directors, the Muscle Shoals 
Section of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers held its organiza- 
tion meeting recently at the Wilson 
Dam power house. Territory included 
in the new section is: Alabama coun- 
ties, Lauderdale, Limestone, Colbert, 
Lawrence, Morgan, Franklin and Mar- 
ion; Mississippi counties, Tishomingo, 
Itawamba, Alcorn, Prentiss, Lee; Ten- 
nessee counties, Hardin, Wayne, Law- 
rence, Giles, Lewis, and Maury. This 
is the Institute’s sixty-fifth section. 

Officers elected to serve until August 
1, 1938, are: B. B. Bessesen, superin- 
tendeat of power, Muscle Shoals plant, 
chairman; F. E. Bell, assistant con- 
struction engineer at Joe Wheeler Dam, 
vice-chairman; Margaret G. Coyne, 
secretary to superintendent of power, 
Wilson Dam, secretary-treasurer. 


Plans Power Development 


Government of Tasmania, Hobart, 
Tasmania, Australia, has plans matur- 
ing for extensions in its Tarraleah 
power development, which was officially 
opened last February, and will arrange 
a fund of $5,500,000 to be expended 
over a period of three years for gem 
erating stations, transmission lines, 
power substations and other operating 
structures. A considerable part of the 
appropriation will be used for high- 
tension lines for power supply to 
dustries, including a large newsprint 
mill to be built in the Derwent Valley 
district. 
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THIS LADY IS USING LOAD ON 
THE "PAY SIDE OF THE METER’ 


AND THE SQUARE UJ MULTI-BREAKER 


@ The Power Company secures the largest pos- 
sible revenue from its customers, only when the 
electrical equipment on the “pay side of the meter’ 
is of such character and quality as to permit the 
use of the maximum load and yet provide ser- 
vice protection. 

The Square D Multi-breakeR is that kind of 
equipment. It permits the use 
of maximum load, protects 
the circuits, reduces service 
expense for the Power Com- 
pany and builds customer 
satisfaction. 

All Square D electrical 


ad dk 


DETROIT-MILWAUKEE-LOS ANGELES 


N CRNADR: SQUARE 


wae) 


MPANY CANADA 


PROTECTS THE SERVICE 


equipment— safety switches, circuit breakers, 
power and lighting panels and automatic electric 
motor control—comprise a complete and high 
quality line for the control and distribution of 
electric current in the home, on the farm, in com- 
mercial buildings and industrial plants. 

Power Companies and their Power Sales Engi- 
neers will find it advantageous to recommend 
Square D electrical equipment because Square D 
equipment is built with an extra margin of safety 
—an extra margin of quality — more than 
enough to enable the Power Company to secure 
the largest possible revenue on the “‘pay side 
of the meter.” 


CALL IN A 
SQUARE D MAN 
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FLOOD GATE— Tests 
being made on the new 
gate completed by West- 
inghouse to keep. out 
Monongahela river floods 
from the valley. Outdoor 
substation three 
5.000-kva. transformers, 
with taps for motor start- 
the three 100- 
lighting transform. 

23,000 
110 


with 


ing, and 


kva, 
ers, 


220 


volts to 
volts, shown at 


left 


SAFETY CONFERENCE 
—C. A. B: 
General Electric; Senator 
Theodore R. Plunkett 
(chairman), and Dudley 
M. Diggs. General Elee- 
tric, the 
principles and economics 


Halvorson, 


who discussed 
of highway lighting at the 
recent Massachusetts 


Safety Conference 


BIG SIOUX TRANSFORMER — Weighing 22 
tons and costing $30,000, this massive trans 
former has been installed by the Sioux City 
Gas & Electric Company at its Water Street 
station. The new unit, with maximum capacity 
of 7,500 kva., replaces three transformers with 
total capacity of 2,250 kva. In addition to 


automatic cooling, it is equipped with devices 


to maintain the purity of insulating oil 


ELIHU THOMSON—Office at the West Lynn 
factory of General Electric, where the great 
scientist-inventor spent many fruitful years 
prior to the establishment of the research lab- 
oratory which been 
a museum of 

Henry 
ker, who 


his has 


will 


bearing name, 


restored and be used as 
the beloved Professor Thomson’s wor! 
C. Westendarp, Sr., retired G.E. w: 
served desi: ning and 
\[eManus, 


Professor 


Professor Thomson as 
patent draftsman (left), and John A 
museum and 


curator secretary lt 


Thomson, in the restored « 
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VIEUX CARRE—381 unique lamps have been installed in the French Quarter in 


New Orleans in keeping with the surroundings. Standards, of cast iron, painted 


* 


black, are 10 ft. in height. The lamp proper is octagonal in shape and surmounted 


by brass reflectors. The view is St. Peter Street 


with 
n to 


{anus, 
yfessor 


TONS OF MARBLE Electricity 
played a vital part in quarrying, 
transporting and processing this 80-ton 
block of marble, believed by Vermont 
Marble Co. to be the largest ever 
produced on the North American 
continent. With eight others of about 
the same size, it will be utilized in 
statuary group at Oregon state Capitol. 


Motor applications totaled 755 hp. 


RELIEF MAP — This _ three-dimen- 
sional graph classifies into 16 energy- 
use divisions the 21,200,000 residential 
bills rendered by Consolidated Edison 
system in New York City last year. 
Prepared by the rate’ engineers, 
month-to-month extensions will be 
made as the 1938 kw.-hr. data be- 
come available. so as to present a run- 
ning story of electricity use. L. to r. 

R. B. Grove, vice-president; F. M. 
Terry, James MeIntosh and Charles 


Kruckell 








OR a number of years, Anaconda research engineers 
have been working on the problem of variations of 
structure and behavior of lead cable sheathing. Most recent 
of many improvements which have come from Anaconda = THE OLD Weld area in lead sheath produced on old die-block. 


laboratories are the followin g: THE NEW Weld area in lead sheath produced on new streamline die-block. 


The radically new design of 
streamline die-block now in 
use in the Hastings-on-Hud- 
son plant of Anaconda Wire 
& Cable Company produces 
a lead sheath superior in at 
least two major respects: 


The crystalline structure is 
now uniform throughout the 
entire circumference of the 
sheath—free from noticeable 
weld seams. 


. ° ° o e 
There is less variation from Also — Control led Cooling 
uniform wall thickness 
through greater control of In the important process of im- ver 
concentricity. pregnating, a definite rate of cool- 
ing yields the best results. By means 
; : : , F of a new refrigeratin lant in- 
New streamline die-block in Hasting-on- ee wa bP . 
. stalled in connection with the im- 
Hudson mill ; : 
pregnating system, the mill, under 


The photo micrographs shown here tell the story. Note —_l#boratory supervision, follows the 
: . prescribed cooling rate accurately, 
the weld area in lead sheath produced on old die-block _ independent of cooling water tem- 
above as compared with the weld area on new streamline _ perature, outdoor temperature or 
; z as ; season. These factors formerly DID 
die-block below. Our district engineers ahs 
5 affect cooling. 
will gladly tell you more about this new AnaconpA 


ne Refrigerating equipment for cooling cir- 
development. culating water to impregnating tanks. 
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Moderate increase brings the 
week’s energy output 4.2% 
over 1936—8.5% under 1937 


Continuing the upward movement 
indicated a week ago, the output of 
energy by the electric light and power 
industry registered another modest in- 
crease to 1,990,447,000 kw.-hr. during 
the week ended April 9, according to 
the Edison Electric Institute. While 
the advance thus far has scarcely been 
vigorous enough to establish a trend, 
it does afford reason to believe that 
the severe decline of the past three 
months has been halted, and that an 
increase in industrial consumption 
will be reflected in a rising output of 
energy. 

In both of the past two years the 
seasonal rise, following the normal de- 
cline in the early months, set in at 
an unusually early date. This accounts 
for a widening of the disparity com- 
pared with 1937 to 8.5 per cent and 
a decrease in the gain over 1936 to 
4.2 per cent. 

Regional changes compared with 
1937 show no pronounced movement. 
Losses continue to be large in the 
Rocky Mountain, Central industrial 
and New England states. 


Weekly Output, Millions of Kw-Hr. 


1938 1937 1936 
Apr. 9.1,990 Apr. 10..2,176 Apr. 4..1,916 
rm 2.1,979 [. 3..2,147 Mar. 28. .1,867 
. 26.1,975 ar. 27..2,200 Mar. 21..1,862 
Mar.19.2,018 Mar. 20..2,211 Mar. 14..1,901 
Mar,12.2,015 Mar. 13..2,2138 Mar. 7..1,893 
Mar. 5.2,035 Mar. 6..2,200 Feb. 29..1,903 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 





Week Ending 

Region Apr. 9 Apr.2 Mar. 26 

New ee -12.8 -—12.2 —13.4 
Middle Atlantic. ... —-2.4 +05 -— 5.8 
Central Industrial. . —-15.2 -—15.2 -—17.3 
West Central...... -—-16 -—-1.7 —85.3 
Southern States.... -— 5.9 — 4.7 — 6.4 
Rocky Mountain. . . —23.1 —23.0 —19.0 
BUS 65.66.50 cG% -—-1.3 —2.2 — 4.9 
United States. ... —8.5 — 7.8 —10.2 





Pacific G. & E. Set 
New Records in 1937 


Pacific Gas & Electric Company last 
year set new records in gross oper- 
ating revenues, number of customers 
served and volume of electricity and 
gas sold, according to the annual re- 
port to stockholders. Despite the slack- 
ening in the rate of growth experi- 
enced toward the close of the year, 
there were only two weeks in 1937 in 
which output of electricity fell below 
that of the corresponding weeks of 
1936, 

Gross operating revenues of the com- 
Pany totaled $100,443,116, an increase 
wer 1936 of $5,109,780. This gain 
was, however, overshadowed by higher 
operating expenses and taxes, which in 
aggregate increased $7,702,000. As a 
result, net income to surplus showed a 
decrease of $57,780. 

amings for common stock were 

Squivalent to $2.71 per share upon 

461,270 shares outstanding at De- 
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cember 31, 1937, compared with $2.55 
per share on 6,261,257 shares out- 
standing at the close of 1936. 

Total gross kilowatt-hour load of the 
whole system was 5,294,264,894, an in- 
crease of 5.5 per cent over 1936. New 
electric customers totaled 29,316. 

* 


Electric Sales in Illinois 


For the third consecutive month to- 
tal sales of electricity to Illinois ul- 
timate consumers during February re- 
vealed a decrease when compared with 
data for the corresponding month a 
year ago, Chairman James M. Slattery 
of the Illinois Commerce Commission, 
has announced. The statement was 
based on a compilation of the reports 
for the month of the eleven large elec- 
tric companies which do 99 per cent 
of all electric business in Illinois. Total 
for February this year was 553,601,348 
kw.-hr., a decrease of 6.8 per cent un- 
der the amount reported for February 
last year and a decrease of 7.3 per 
cent under the sales for January, 1938. 


Plans Being Pushed 
For E.E.I. June Meet 


The business program for the Sixth 
Annual Convention of the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute to be held at Atlantic 
City, June 6-9 inclusive, is rapidly ap- 
proaching completion. Preparations for 
other convention affairs also are going 
forward smoothly both at the Insti- 
tute’s general offices in New York and 
at Atlantic City, where the Atlantic 
City Electric Company, which will be 
the official host of the convention, has 
taken over the job of preparing for the 
delegate’s comfort and entertainment. 

The convention will be held in the 
Atlantic City Auditorium as the smaller 
assembly rooms of the City’s hotels 
have been found madequate. 

The business program will be de- 
voted chiefly to the broader aspects of 
management, public policy, finance and 
administration, since the more technical 
problems of the industry are being ably 
handled through specialized meetings, 
such as the National Sales Conference 
in Chicago last month, the National 
Accounting Conference held recently 
at Detroit and the National Conference 
of E.E.I. Engineering Committees to 
be held in Chicago early in May. Of 
particular interest to public utility ex- 
ecutives attending the convention will 
be a discussion of the outlook for pri- 
vate industry in this country by several 
distinguished economists. 

The first day of the convention will 
be given over to the registration of 
delegates, committee meetings and in- 
formal work of the convention. The 
president’s reception will be held dur- 
ing the evening of the same day in the 
Rose Room of the Hotel Traymore. 


Sessions start Tuesday 


The general sessions will be held on 
Tuesday morning and afternoon and on 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings, 
all in the Grand Ball Room of the 
Atlantic City Auditorium. 

One of the high points of the con- 
vention will be a banquet to be held at 
7:30 Wednesday evening in the Ameri- 
can Ball Room of the Hotel Traymore. 
E. A. Lewis, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager, and R. E. Swift, assistant 
general manager of the Atlantic City 
Electric Company, have generously vol- 
unteered their services in handling the 
details of the banquet and other enter- 
tainment of the guests. Special en- 
tertainment will be provided on Tues- 
day afternoon for the ladies in attend- 
ance and a dance will be given on 
Tuesday evening, as well as on Monday 
evening after the President’s Ball and 
on Wednesday evening following the 
banquet. 
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Duquesne Light Elects 
Two New Vice-Presidents 


Announcement has been made by 
Frank R. Phillips, president of the 
Duquesne Light Company, of the elec- 





Blank & Stoller 


E. C. Stone 





Blank & Stolle: 


W. G. Jens 


tion of Edmund C. Stone as _ vice- 
president and general manager and of 
Walter G. Jens as vice-president in 
charge of operations. Mr. Stone was 
formerly assistant to the president of 
the Philadelphia Company and Mr. 
Jens was formerly operating manager 
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of Duquesne Light. E. W. Judy, who 
died last month, was vice-president 
and general manager of the company. 

Mr. Stone has a record of many 
years service with the Duquesne Light 
Company, having been first employed 
in 1911 as engineer of cable opera- 
tions. A graduate of Harvard, he had 
previously served as a transformer de- 
sign engineer with the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company. 
He was successively system operator, 
assistant to the general manager, plan- 
ning engineer and system development 
manager of Duquesne Light, becom- 
ing assistant to the president of the 
Philadelphia Company in 1931. Mr. 
Stone is vice-president of the Engineers 
Society of Western Pennsylvania and 
a fellow and past vice-president of the 
American Institute of Electrical En- 
gineers. 

Mr. Jens has also been with the 
Duquesne Light Company and _ affili- 
ated companies over a long period of 
years. After being graduated from 
Armour Institute of Technology, he 
was employed as an engineer with 
various Standard Gas & Electric Com- 
pany properties. He was then engaged 
in construction work, going to Pitts- 
burgh in 1926 as superintendent of 
construction. In 1927 he was made 
operating manager of the Duquesne 
Light Company. 


> Frank H. Covucniin has _ been 

elected vice-president and_ general 
manager of the Louisiana Ice & 
Electric Company, Inc., to succeed 
Frank C. Landers, who has _trans- 
ferred his interests to Ohio. He is 
making his head quarters in Alexan- 
dria. 


> TL. H. Harvin, formerly manager 
of the Kingstree district of the Caro- 
lina Power & Light Company, has 
been appointed manager of the new 
district formed from the consolidation 


of the Kingstree and Sumter operat- 


ing districts with Sumter as the ad- 
ministrative headquarters of the con- 
solidated district. 


R. C. McFadden to Direct 
California Edison Sales 


In a reorganization of its sales de- 
partments the Southern California Edi- 
son Company has placed R. C. Me- 
Fadden, new-business manager, in 
charge of all sales activities, reporting 
directly to C. E. Houston, commercial 
manager. 

Under the new plan of organization 
H. C. Rice, merchandise manager, will 
become manager of domestic sales and 





George N. Hawley, formerly assistant 
new-business manager, will become 
manager of industria! sales, both report- 
ing to Mr. McFadden. 

Mr. McFadden is a native of Cali- 
fornia and a graduate of Stanford Uni- 
versity. His first connection with the 
utility industry was with the Tacoma 
(Wash.) Railway & Power Company, 
one of the Stone & Webster properties. 
He remained with the Stone & Webster 
organization until 1916, when he em 
tered the commercial department of 
the Pacific Light & Power Corporation 
of Los Angeles, giving special atter 
tion to the development of that com 
pany’s electric range and water-heater 
load. 

Following the consolidation of that 
company and the Southern Califorms 
Edison Company in 1917 Mr. McFad- 
den was transferred to Ventura. Later 
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assignments followed to other districts 
and in 1927 he was transferred to the 
general office as assistant new-business 
manager, subsequently becoming new- 
business manager. 


F. P. Walsh to Leave Power 
Board for Education Post 


Frank P. Walsh, chairman of the 
New York State Power Authority, has 
been named by Mayor LaGuardia of 
New York to fill the vacancy on the 
Board of Higher Education left by the 
resignation of Mark Eisner. Mr. Walsh 
will qualify for the position as soon as 
arrangements can be made regarding 
his state position. The charter provides 
that no person holding a federal or state 
civil office may hold an office under the 
city government. Mr. Walsh will be a 
member of the board, but will not be- 
come chairman through his appoint- 
ment. 

Mr. Walsh was appointed chairman 
of the State Power Authority in 1931 
by Franklin D. Roosevelt, then Gover- 
nor. He has been a strong advocate of 
the St. Lawrence waterways project 


and the TVA. 


PN. P. Heatu, superintendent of 
power of the Southwestern Gas & 
Electric Company, Shreveport, La., has 
been elected to the board of directors 
of that company. Mr. Heath fills the 
place vacated by R. M. Winsborough, 
who resigned to take a position in 
Chicago. He has been with the South- 
western utility since 1914. Mr. Heath 


is a graduate of the University of 
Illinois. 


> Wittiam LaSattr, since 1929 power 
sales engineer at Alliance for the Ohio 
Public Service Company, has been 
named manager of the newly acquired 
properties of that company at Bellevue, 
Ohio. Mr. LaSalle was formerly as- 
sociated with Ohio Public Service at 
Cleveland and more recently at Mans- 


field, 


>Howarp S. WARREN, who resigned 
last month as director of protection 
development of the Bell Telephone 
boratories, Inc., has announced the 
opening of an engineering office in the 
Graybar Building, New York City, 
where he will maintain a consultant 
Practice in electrical protection. 


> Lyte B. Jones has been appointed 
‘ssistant superintendent of merchandis- 
ing of the San Diego Consolidated Gas 
tie Company, San Diego, Calif., 
ing over the duties formerly per- 
‘ormed by Paul Corriere. Mr. Jones 
's well qualified to fill his new position. 
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He has been engaged in various phases 
of gas and electric appliance selling 
since 1926. It was in 1930 that he be- 
came associated with the San Diego 
properties. 


> Byron Exprep, consulting engineer, 
New York, N. Y., has been elected 
president of the Engineers’ Club, New 
York, for the year 1938. Doctor Eldred 
is a graduate of Dartmouth College, 
in the class of 1896. and has been en- 
gaged as a research consultant in New 
York since 1903. He is a fellow of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers and a member of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers and 
the American Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgical Engineers. 


OBITUARY 


J. W. Gosling 


Joseph W. Gosling. who as decorative 
designer for General Electric’s illuminat- 
ing engineering laboratory since 1912 





had been responsible for the artistic and 
spectacular illumination of practically 
every world’s fair since the Panama- 


Pacific Exposition, died April 4 in 
Schenectady, in his fifty-ninth year. 
Last month Mr. Gosling returned from 
San Francisco, where he had helped 
formulate plans for the decorative il- 
lumination of the world’s fair to be held 
in that city next year. 

His early training in the lighting 
industry was with the late E. F. Cald- 
well, one of America’s leading lighting- 
fixture designers of earlier days. Mr. 
Gosling was engaged by General Elec- 
tric in 1912, to assist with drawings 
and paintings of planned illumination 
spectacles for the Panama-Pacific Ex- 
position at San Francisco. This ex- 
perience started him on a career with 
the company which led to his being 
associated with nearly every principal 


lighting installation since made by Gen- 
eral Electric. 

In addition, on occasions, Mr. Gos- 
ling’s talent for design was directed 
toward styling in other fields, such as 
refrigerators, air-conditioning equip- 
ment, fans and radios, and in recent 
years he was called upon many times 
to collaborate with leading railroad 
officials in styling Diesel-electric trains 
and other rolling stock. 


H. A. Campbell 


Henry A. Campbell, a close friend 
of the late Thomas A. Edison, and an 
assistant at Mr. Edison’s Menlo Park 
laboratories during his experiments 
there, died April 4, in his eighty-fourth 
year. At the time of his retirement in 
1935, Mr. Campbell was connected 
with the New York Edison Company 
as superintendent of the second dis- 
trict in charge of fourteen substations 
in that part of Manhattan extending 
from Eighth to 50th Street. 

Mr. Campbell became associated with 
Mr. Edison at Menlo Park in 1878, 
one year before the perfection of the 
incandescent lamp. In 1881 he was 
brought to New York City as contractor 
in charge of all construction relating to 
the building and installation of equip- 
ment in the Pearl Street station, which 
went into operation in 1882. A few 
years later he was made superintendent 
of operations at the second gistrict dis- 
tributing station. Mr. Campbell was 
a member of the Edison Pioneers. 


> Josepu E. McKENnNA, treasurer of the 
Bryant Electric Company, Bridgeport, 
Conn., died April 3, at the age of 41. 
Mr. McKenna became treasurer of the 
Bryant company three years ago and 
had previously been associated with the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company in Philadelphia. 


> Errot L. Doe.inc. manager of elec- 
tric refrigeration sales of the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com- 
pany’s midwestern region, died April 
4, in St. Louis, of an infection of the 
throat. He was 38 years of age. He 
had been connected with Westinghouse 
for fifteen years. 


© Venninc D. Simmons, consulting in- 
dustrial engineer, Chicago, and builder 
of many paper mill plants in this 
country and Canada, died March 24 
in Tucson Ariz., where he had gone 
for his health last fall. Born in 1871 
in Allegan, Mich., he obtained his 
early experience with the Cornell Wood 
Products Company and the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com- 
pany. Since 1913 he has maintained 
a consulting office in Chicago. 
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Westinghouse Orders 
Higher During March 


Because of higher wages and ex- 
penses, including material costs, West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company will need a larger volume 
of business this year in order to pro- 
duce the same profit as in 1937, ac- 
cording to A. W. Robertson, chairman. 

Mr. Robertson pointed out that ma- 
terial prices have held up at about the 
same level as a year ago and there was 
no indication of any marked reduction. 
This applies to basic metals which 
constitute a major cost of production. 

While total orders for the first quar- 
ter this year are down about 49 per 
cent from a year ago, some improve- 
ment was shown in March over the 
first two months. At the end of Febru- 
ary the cgmpany had a backlog of 
orders of about $55,000,000, and 
slightly less at the end of March be- 
cause of shipments. In the first two 
months shipments exceeded the volume 
of orders, while in March both were 
about the same. 

There has been a sharp decline in 
central station equipment orders dtr- 
ing the March quarter and merchan- 
dise orders are down about 50 per 
cent. However, transportation and 
marine orders totaled $4,500,000, 
against $5,800,000 in the 1937 March 
quarter. 

The elevator business is holding at 
about the 1937 level, and the same 
applies to foreign business. The drop 
in power use has retarded utility ex- 
pansion programs and for this reason 
there has been little incentive for the 
utilities to expand present generating 
capacity. It is hoped that a revival of 
business will lead the utilities to em- 
bark on proposed construction plans 
resulting in greater volume of busi- 
ness for electrical manufacturers. 


Plant Resumes Operations 


Difficulties between the Driver-Harris 
Company of Harrison, N. J., and the 
CIO, resulting in the closing down of 
the plant for three weeks, were settled 
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recently. The plant has reopened and 
resumed operations in all departments. 
Production of alloy castings and alloy 
wire jis again on a normal basis and 
immediate deliveries of wire are being 
made from stock carried at Harrison, 
Chicago, Cleveland and San Francisco. 


Air Conditioning Up 
39% Over January 


Orders booked for air-conditioning 
systems and equipment during Feb- 
ruary, 1938, as reported by 125 manu- 
facturers, totaled $3,677,370, as against 
$2,655,874 during January and $4,- 
786,037 during February last year, ac- 
cording to the Department of Com- 
merce. For the first two months this 
year orders booked were $6,333,244, 
compared with $9,662,359 for the cor- 
responding period last year. 

Of the total orders booked, those by 
the air-conditioning group of manu- 
facturers amounted to $2,095,876 for 
February, 1938, compared with $1,257,- 
908 for January and $2,711,461 for 
February, 1937. Greatest gains in this 
classification were made in orders for 
industrial central-station systems, these 
orders being $119,977 for February, 
1938, against $20,225 for January and 
$29,798 for February, 1937. 

Orders booked by the fan group 
during February, 1938, totaled $973,- 
683, against $749,222 and $1,360,567; 
unit heater group orders amounted to 
$607,811, against $648,744 and $714,009. 


Carrier Awarded Contract 
for Trans-Atlantic Liner 


Contract for air conditioning the 
largest and fastest passenger vessel 
built in the United States, the new 
trans-Atlantic liner of the U. S. Lines, 
has been awarded to Carrier Corpora- 
tion according to an announcement by 
L. R. Boulware, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager. As yet unnamed, the new 
U. S. liner is now under construction 
at the Newport News Shipbuilding & 
Drydock Company. 


AND MARKETS 


Manufacturers Meet 
to Organize Groups 


Manufacturers of electric roasters 
met recently in Chicago and organized 
the Electric Roaster Group. Those 
companies present included: General 
Electric, National Enameling & Stamp- 
ing, Swartzbaugh Manufacturing and 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing. T. E. ‘Fajen, National Enameling 
& Stamping Company, was elected 
permanent chairman. The roaster 
business is growing steadily and the 
group contemplates a special promo- 
tional activity later in the year further 
to stimulate the business. 

At the same time the electric mixer 
manufacturers were meeting in Chi- 
cago for a similar purpose. Present 
were: Chicago Flexible Shaft Com- 
pany, General Electric Company, Ham- 
ilton Beach Company, Hobart Manu- 
facturing Company and Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company. 
F. S. Tuerk, Hamilton Beach Con- 
pany, was chosen permanent chairman. 

These groups will continue to oper- 
ate under the domestic appliance sec- 
tion of N.E.M.A., of which Claude 
Hendon of General Electric Company 
is chairman. 


Kelman Secures Contract 
Los Angeles Water & Power Com- 


mission has awarded a contract at 
$56,792 to the Kelman Electric & Man- 
ufacturing Company, Los Angeles, for 
arc-extinguishing apparatus and neces- 
sary equipment for converting 115-kv., 
600-amp., three-pole oil circuit breakers 
from 1,000,000 kva. to 1,750,000 kva. 
interrupting capacity, comprising four- 
teen such units in all. 


Pays Profit-Sharing Bonus 


Bonus checks totaling $106,114 have 
been distributed to Fairbanks, Morse 
& Company employees in conformity 
with a profit-sharing program 4m 
nounced by company executives last 
year. The amount set aside for bonus 
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payments was based on earnings of 
$2,148,432 during the fiscal year 1937. 

Total sales for the year were $30,- 
596,350, compared with $26,827,891 in 
1936. Despite this 14.05 per cent in- 
crease in sales volume for 1937, net 
profit was off 4.64 per cent. There were 
4,472 employees who were eligible to 
participate in the profit-sharing plan. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following as- 
signments to their sales staffs: 


Railway & Industrial Engineering Com- 
pany, F. B. Wipperman, new agent in St. 
Louis, Mo., with offices at 705 Olive Street. 
In addition to the Railway & Industrial 
Engineering Company line Mr. Wipperman 
handles equipment of the Electroline Com- 
pany of Chicago, Ill. 

Roller-Smith Company, Arthur G. Miller, 
Dwight Building, Kansas City, Mo., as 
district sales agent for the Kansas City 
territory, comprising the western part of 
Missouri and the state of Kansas. 

Reliance Electric & Engineering Com- 
pany, Rutherford Harris, New York City; 
George E. Bevis, Syracuse, N. Y.; C. R. 
Newpher, Cleveland. The Boston office 
of the company has been moved to 176 
Federal Street. 

Richard P. Taylor, for the past nine 
years branch manager for New England for 
the Square D Company at Boston, Mass., 
has been appointed New England repre- 
sentative of the Kinney Electrical Manu- 
facturing Company, Chicago, successor to 
the panelboard division of the Benjamin 
Electric Manufacturing Company. His 
temporary address is 3 Newsome Park, 
Jamaica Plain, Mass. 


Foster Wheeler Reports 
Improved First Quarter 


The first quarter of 1938 will be con- 
siderably better for Foster Wheeler 
Corporation, both in orders booked 
and in earnings, than a year ago, John 
]. Brown, chairman, said at the recent 
annual meeting of stockholders. Ship- 
ments have been about $1,000,000 a 
month since last November, and at that 
level the company can show earnings. 
Marine work has contributed con- 
siderably to the increase in business, 
he said, while the demand for oil refin- 
ng equipment also has been good. 
Public utility business continues to lag. 





New York Metal Prices 


April 5, 1938 April 13, 1938 


Cents per ents per 

Pyund Pound 

[.bper electrolytic...  10.00* 10.00* 
Ante: 8 & R. price. 4.50 4.50 
MOBY « «see eeee eee 13.75 13.75 
Gerningot... 2... 35.00 35.00 
9) a ee 4.65 4.40 
Mineeaits anew cea 75 38.50 
num, 99 percent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Moderate business gains are indicated in reports from the field made to 
ExectricaL Worip. During the past few weeks the electrical manufac- 


turing industry has shown a slight upturn in certain lines. 


Household 


appliance sales remain fairly steady, although running below last year. 


NEW YORK 


A slight upturn in some lines of elec- 
trical manufacturing has been noted during 
the past few weeks. Business during 
March showed a slight gain over the two 
preceding months. Part of the improve- 
ment is attributed to catching up on 
stocks, which were partially depleted 
during January and February, and part to 
new business. 

Sales of household appliances have been 
somewhat disappointing so far this year. 
Sales are well under a year ago, but are 
beginning to show signs of an upturn. 
Opinion was expressed that lack of buying 
is due to uncertainty of government future 
policies and the outlook for general busi- 
ness. Intensive sales campaigns by util- 
ities and dealers are beginning to produce 
better results. 

Electrical manufacturers find their or- 
ders for heavy equipment only about half 
of what they were a year ago. Stimulation 
will depend upon the extent to which the 
utilities push their power plant construc- 
tion. In some instances orders are. now 
keeping pace with shipments, which is 
held encouraging. 

Business leaders feel that the defeat of 
the reorganization bill and the changes 
made in the tax bill will encourage trade 
and restore a certain amount of confidence. 

Retail trade in this section has been 
disappointing because of the lateness of 
Easter and the unseasonable weather of 
last week. Bargain hunting is noted to 
be on the increase. 


PACIFIC COAST 


The outstanding order of the week and 
one of the largest orders of its kind ever 
placed anywhere covered 9,000 floodlights 
valued at $170,000 from the San Fran- 
cisco exposition to the General Electric, 
which holds contract covering outside 
lighting of the fair. California building 
permit volume during March records the 
largest month since September last year. 

Government engineers are recommending 
a $43,430,000 irrigation and power project 
on the Willamette River in Oregon and a 
$20,000,000 system of dams, channels and 
flood protective work in southern Cal- 
ifornia. Bids covering the Shasta Dam 
and power plant building, comprising the 
largest single unit of the $170,000,000 
Central California project, will be opened 
June first. Recent orders for similar 
large projects which have provided much 
indirect electrical business from cement 
and steel industrial firms included $400.- 
000 trashrack metal work and $25,000 con- 
duit for a cooling system at Grand Coulee 
Dam. Recent orders from various sources 
have included $8,000 multi-conductor ca- 
ble for Oakland, $35,000 of power-oper- 
ated capstans for Mare Island drydocks and 
a $350,000 electrical repair shop for Los 
Angeles. 

Los Angeles is buying ten carloads of 
No. 8 to 1/0 weatherproof wire, principally 
size four, and three carloads of No. 3/0 
bare copper wire. Small appliance business 
has been good. Major appliance sales have 
not yet resulted in dealer reorders. 


NEW ENGLAND 


The outlook for a betterment in the 
electrical industry in this district ought 
to improve somewhat, according to opin- 
ions received from several sources, now 
that the reorganization bill has been de- 
feated. ‘There is some clarification of 
immediate problems before the public and 
this fact should encourage potential buyers 
of electrical equipment. 

During the past week industrial equip- 
ment orders were received in very mod- 
erate volume, confined for the most part 
to small motors and fractional-horsepower 
sizes. Small lots of new construction sup- 
plies are moving; more than 20,000 ft. of 
stranded cable and weatherproof wire was 
purchased last week for a Boston hospital 
at a cost of $1,047 and demands for small 
switch and control for power and lighting 
circuits for new institutions are holding up 
well in the Boston area. 

Commercial electric cooking interest is 
gaining; a prominent utility system added 
316 kw. in commercial cooking units during 
January and February of the current 
year, as compared to 110 kw. during the 
corresponding months of last year. 

Merchandising is steady; retail sales in 
Boston increased 7.1 per cent last week as 
compared with a year ago. The first meet- 
ing of the new commercial electric cook- 
ing section of the Power Engineers Club 
in Boston last week stressed the value of 
step-by-step installations in the trend 
toward all-electric hotel, restaurant and 
roadside kitchens. At the forthcoming 
hotel show, beginning April 20, electric 
cooking will be extensively featured. 


CHICAGO 


Industrial activity in this area remained 
at practically the same level as the pre- 
vious week. A slight decline occurred in 
steel production and electrical power out- 
put. This was offset by moderate gains 
shown in farm implement manufacture. 
The extremely adverse weather conditions 
caused a sharp decline in retail trade and 
movement of wholesalers’ stocks. 

Manufacturers report a steady decline 
in inventories of finished products and 
raw material. Virtually all backlogs have 
been worked out, but deliveries still out- 
gain production. The trend of electrical 
appliance sales remains fairly steady, run- 
ning approximately 12 per cent below last 
year’s level. Wire and cable sales are 
far below a year ago, but appear to have 
leveled off during the past month. Deliv- 
eries of small motors and control equip- 
ment during March showed an increase 
over February, but remained from 20 to 
30 per cent below the corresponding month 
last year. 

Specific orders reported last week in- 
clude 3,000 fixture hangers, 1,000 iron 
brackets and 1,500 porcelain-enameled re- 
flectors. The city electrical department 
ordered 190,800 ft. No. 19 rubber-insul- 
ated, lead-covered cable, 67,000 ft. No. 14 
lead-covered cable and 33,000 lb. No. 6 
weatherproof line wire. Another order was 
received for 140 4hp. motors and 36 
fractional-hp. motors. 
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Continuing the upward movement begun the previous week, the “Electrical World” 
index of electric power and light stocks gained half a point this week. Index this 
week, 23.8; previous week, 23.3; corresponding week a year ago, 34.8 





Columbia Dividend 
Held Up by the SEC 


SEC, in the first important decision 
of the kind under the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act, denied an ap- 
plication of the Columbia Gas & Elec- 
tric Company for approval of the dec- 
laration, payment and charge to an 
account designated as “surplus at Dec. 
31, 1937,” of dividends of not more 
than 50 cents a share on its common 
stock, or $6,152,141. proposed to be 
paid on May 15 and November 15. 

The commission, however, approved 
payment and charge to that account of 
$1,607,175 in dividends paid by the 
company on February 15 on the cor- 
poration’s cumulative 6 per cent pre- 
ferred stock, series A; its 5 per cent 
cumulative preferred stock and its 5 
per cent cumulative preference stock, 
on condition that an equivalent amount 
be restored to the surplus account out 
of the first earnings accumulated after 
December 31, 1937. 

Likewise, under the same condition, 
it approved the proposed payment and 
charge to the surplus account of divi- 
dends on the corporation’s preferred 
and preference stock on May 15. 

In regard to holding up the divi- 
dends to be paid later in the year the 
commission said: 

The commission finds that this deter- 
mination is necessary and appropriate to 
protect the financial integrity of the ap- 
plicant and of companies in the applicant’s 
holding company system, to safeguard the 
working capital of applicant’s public util- 
ity subsidiary companies, to prevent the 
payment of dividends out of capital or 
unearned surplus and to prevent the cir- 
cumvention of the provisions of the Public 
Utility Holding Company Act of 1935 and 
of Rule 12 C-2. 

Directors of the company declared 
the .1egular quarterly dividends on 
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the preferred shares, but they declared 
no dividend on the common. stock, 
pursuant to the order handed down 
by SEC. 


Co-Ordinates Ohio Units 


Ohio Public Service Company has 
announced it is taking over the business 
of the Lake Erie Power & Light Com- 
pany at Bellevue, Ohio, where a con- 
troversy over rates has been going on 
for four years. T. O. Kennedy, gen- 
eral manager, said a change in policy 
would be put into effect as a part of a 
co-ordination of properties and services 
of Cities Service Company in northern 


Ohio. 


Jersey Utilities to Merge 


Acquisition by the New Jersey 
Power & Light Company of ell com- 
mon stock of the Jersey Central Power 
& Light Company was revealed when 
the former company asked the State 
Board of Public Utility Commission- 
ers to approve the transaction. 


Byllesby Probe Postponed 


Wisconsin banking commission’s in- 
vestigation into the practices of the 
H. M. Byllesby Company, Chicago, 
originally scheduled for March 29, has 
been postponed to April 20. 


Seeks $25,000,000 Issue 


Aluminum Power Company, Ltd., 
has announced that application has 
been made to the Electricity Board of 
Quebec for authority to create first 
mortgage bonds to an aggregate prin- 
cipal amount not exceeding $25,000,- 


000 and to issue forthwith $20,000,000 
of such bonds, divided into $10,000,000 
of series A bonds, Canadian pay, and 
$10,000,000 series B bonds, New York 
pay. These bonds are to be issued in 
connection with the proposed acquisi- 
tion of the Alcoa Power Company. 


Associated Units 


File on Securities 


A series of applications filed with the 
SEC by subsidiaries of the Associated 
Gas & Electric Company, announced 
this week by the commission, were be- 
lieved to have possible significance as 
moves to make the structure of the top 
company conform to requirements of 
the holding company act. 

New York-Pennsylvania-New Jersey 
Utilities Company filed for approval of 
its acquisition of certain securities of 
New Jersey Utilities Company, National 
Public Service Corporation, Metropol- 
itan Edison Company, New Jersey 
Power & Light Company and Rochester 
Gas & Electric Corporation from Gen- 
eral Utility Investors Corporation, New 
Jersey Utilities Company and New Jer- 
sey Power & Light Company. 

New Jersey Power & Light Company, 
a subsidiary of New York-Pennsylvania- 
New Jersey Utilities Company, filed for 
approval of its acquisition of securi- 
ties of National Public Service Corpora- 
tion and Jersey Central Power & Light 
Company and a declaration covering 
the issuance of $3,500,000 three-year 
5 per cent secured note and 9,000 
shares of no-par value common stock, 
contemplating the merger of Jersey 
Central Power & Light and the ap- 
plicant. 

New York State Electric & Gas Cor- 
poration of Ithaca filed for exemption 
from filing a declaration covering sale 
to persons resident in New York State 
of $2,903,200 of notes. 








Earnings Reports (Utilities) 





Net Income 
1936 


1937 
t*Associated G. & ‘ 
E. and a+ a " $34,836,940 $36 , 552,066 
*American G. 5 
eS eee 13,181,943 11,978,358 
*Cons. G. EB. L. & P. 


LBs, ! 
(Balt.) and sub... 6,443,588 6, 294,01 
*Dallas Pwr. & Lt. 1,598,739 1,494,154 
>. 

cae 1,853,087 1,371,978 
eo . — ; ” 2,498,966 2,252,926 
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“hee ee 

ater wr. an 
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* Twelve months ended February 2. 
+Twelve months ended January 31. 
¢ Operating income, preliminary. 
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Store Air ConpITIONERS — Three-ton 
capacity, self-contained air-conditioning 
units are announced by both the General 
Electric Company, Bloomfield, N. J., and 
the Delco-Frigidaire Conditioning Division 
of General Motors Sales Corporation, Day- 
ton, Ohio. Designed particularly for retail 
establishments and other commercial ap- 
plications of average requirements, the 
units cool, dehumidify, circulate and filter 
the air, and will also provide ventilation 
with the addition of a fresh air duct. In 
both, air is drawn in through a perforated 
grille and discharged through louvers at 
the top. Both use a 3-hp. water-cooled 
condensing unit. Thermostatic control is 
standard equipment on the Delco-Frigidaire 
unit ond is necessary equipment on the 
General Electric model. 


Piastic LumitinE Bracket—Dean H. 
Holden, 2341 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland, 
Ohio, is introducing the “Holdenline” one- 
piece molded plastic lumiline bracket, pre- 
sumably the first produced in this coun- 
try. The lamp fits as an integral part of 
the design of the bracket; use of plastics 
throughout eliminates the possibilities of 
shock, making the lamp particularly ap- 
plicable to kitchen and bathroom service. 
Brackets take the 12-in. lumiline lamp: 
“hang-up” model as well as a permanent 
fixture are offered. 


Inoirect Licn11nc Unit—Totally in- 
direct “X” units are new additions to the 
lighting unit line of the F. W. Wakefield 
Brass Company, Vermilion, Ohio. A pol- 
ished aluminum louver 
takes the place of the 
elongated husk usually 
found in this type of 
equipment, permitting the 
light formerly trapped in 
this part of the fixture to 
be utilized. According to 
the manufacturer, actual 
tests have shown the units 
to be 89.4 per cent effi- 
cient. Designed for use 
with either Mazda or 
silvered-bow] lamps from 

J- to 500-watts, special 
units are made for 750- to 
1,000-watt bi-post lamps. 


For Puorocrapners—A 
whiter, brighter and more 
even light is said to be 
Provided by the Schick- 
erling Mushroom _photo- 
epee floodlamp market- 
: by Elkay Photo Prod- 
Bs 313 Washington 

reet, Newark, N 

ain bod 1 
Shaped ]j 
and the | 
Side nitra 
and an 
diffuser, T 
Performa 


y of lamp is 
ke a mushroom 
amp uses an in- 
te silver reflector 
outside frosted 
en hours of peak 
nce and ten to Delco-Frigidaire 


Etectrica, Wortp + April 16, 1938 


EQUIPMENT 





fifteen additional hours of working per- 
formance are claimed for the lamp. “Pho- 
trix,” a new photo-electric exposure meter 
distributed by Intercontinental Marketing 
Corporation, 8 West 40th Street, New 
York, N. Y., is not only a smaller, more 
compact meter, but has no computer dial, 
this function being performed by a clever 
arrangement of the scales on the main dial. 


Tusutar Lamp—A tubular lamp, inside 
silvered, that serves as its own reflector 
has been introduced by the Birdseye Elec- 
tric Company, 100 East 42d Street, New 
York, N. Y., for commercial and industrial 
applications. Lamp uses a double-coil fila- 
ment, which is locked into position by 
three all-metal supports. Manufacturers 
claim this construction greatly increases 
lamp life by minimizing filament vibration; 
lamps will carry a guarantee of 1,000 hours 
average burning life. Made in 25- and 40- 
watt sizes, the lamps will be available in 
standard and color correction frostings and 
in a wide range of colors. Lamp may be 
used in any medium-base socket. 


ComBINATION ServicE CABineTs—Dead- 
front construction features the combination 
service cabinets offered by the Corcoran- 
Brown Lamp Division of the Electric Auto- 
Lite Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. Arranged 
with main line and appliance and lighting 
circuits, both indoor and outdoor cabinets 
are available, for two- and three-wire serv- 
ices. The two disconnect units are con- 
structed to indicate “on” and “off” posi- 
tions without removing units. An unfused- 


General Electric 


Process Timer 


main type is included in the line, which 
carries 60-amp., 125-250-volt ratings. 


Process Timer—Ninety-six signal per- 
iods during each 24 hours is made pos- 
sible by the 24-hour dial provided on the 
new synchronous program clock and proc- 
ess timer brought out by Zenith Electric 
Company, Chicago, Ill. Two pointers con- 
nected with an electrical contact arm ride 
the 24-hour dial and a smaller 1-hour dial 
cam. At each fifteen-minute period one 
pointer drops into a slot on the 1-hour 
dial, but cannot make a contact until the 
preset time is reached on both dials. Then 
both pointers drop at the same moment 
and the signal rings for a predetermined 
period. Devise is rated at 5 amp., uses 
relays up to 400 amp. for larger ratings. 


Extension Corp—The “C&E Stringlite” 
is offered by the Ericson Manufacturing 
Company, Cleveland, Ohio, as a permanent 
cord for temporary uses. As its name sug- 
gests, it consists of an insulated cord, 
along which at intervals are strung lamp 
sockets. Cord can be used over and over 
again, eliminating the dangers usually as- 
sociated with temporary lighting. In ad- 
dition, it is easily put up and taken down, 
since it needs only to be hung over any 
projecting object. Standard model is 50 
ft. long, with five socket outlets; device 
is made completely of rubber. 


AppLiaANce CoNnTROL—Iwo new wiring 
devices for appliance control, a convenience 
outlet for flush mounting and a fuse plug 
cutout for sub-panel or flush mounting 
have been announced by the General Elec- 
tric Company, Bridgeport, Conn. Con- 
venience outlet is rated at 10 amp., 250 
volts; 15 amp., 125 volts. Fuse plug cut- 
out, said to conserve mounting space, is 
rated at 30 amp., 125 volts. 


Sotpertnc Toot—Vulcan Electric Co., 
Lynn, Mass., has added a new smaller-size 
electric soldering tool, Catalog No. 25, 
to its line. Of the plug-tip type, with a 
1\4-in. diameter copper tip, the tool is sug- 
gested for instrument work and all fine 
wire work where a small tip and a slender 
heater are of importance. 


Birdseye Tubular Reflector Lamp 





Exposure Meter 
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G.E. to Display Artificial 
Lightning at World’s Fair 


General Electric Company’s high- 
voltage laboratory at Pittsfield, Mass., 
will be transported to the New York 
World’s Fair in 1939, according to 
Chester H. Lang, G.E. manager of 
publicity. The laboratory will be 
housed in Steinmetz Hall, adjacent to 
the company’s “House of Magic” ex- 
hibit. 

Present plans call for the display of 
a 10,000,000-volt bolt of lightning leap- 
ing across a gap of 30 feet with a crash 
simulating thunder, as well as the 
1,000,000-volt, three-phase arc. Karl B. 
McEachron, noted lightning investiga- 
tor of G.E. will be in actual charge of 
arrangements for the display. 


Gets Municipal Contract 


The Elliott Company, Pittsburgh, has 
been awarded the contract for the con- 
struction and installation of a turbine 
and condenser at the Kendallville, Ind., 
municipal light plant, on its bid of 
$62,855. The 1,500-kw. turbine will 
cost $46,555 and the condenser, $16,300. 
The improvement will be completed in 
not more than seven months and will 
more than double the present poten- 
tial efficiency of the plant, officials 
stated. This is the first major im- 
provement at the plant for several 
years. 


Defends Franchise Rights 


The Canadian-owned Porto Rico 
Railway, Light & Power Company has 
begun a fight in federal court in San 
Juan to prevent the Puerto Rican 
government’s power plants from fur- 
nishing electricity for municipal and 
insular light and power, contending 
its franchise rights would be invaded. 
Trial has been set for April 19. The 
company’s counsel asked indefinite 
postponement of the action because 
the legislature is considering a meas- 
ure ordering the government to buy 
power from the utility company at 
rates less than cost for municipal and 
insular needs. 


Authorizes Rural Lines 


Nebraska Railway Commission has 
granted authority to the Loup River 
Public Power District to build 123 
miles of rural electric lines in Colfax 
County. A stipulation was filed by the 
Nebraska Continental Telephone Cor- 
poration of Columbus in which the dis- 
trict agreed to build on the other side 
of the highway where the two systems 
parallel each other. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


SEATTLE, WasH.—City Light Department, 
City Light Building, will take bids soon 
for new transmission line in connection 
with municipal hydro-electric power de- 
velopment on Skagit River, to be known 
as Transmission Line No. 2, extending 
from Newhalem, Whatcom County, to 
South power substation at Seattle, re- 
quiring about 700 miles of aluminum, 
steel-reinforced conductor, and approx- 
imately 1.7 miles of copper welded ground 
wire. 


Lexincton, Ky.—Lexington Water Com- 
pany has plans for expansion and im- 
provements in main water-pumping sta- 
tion and filtration plant, to include in- 
stallation of a steam _ turbine-generator 
unit, electric-operated pumping machinery, 
boiler unit with superheater and _ stoker, 
and other equipment. Entire project will 
cost about $200,000. Permission has been 
secured. 


Mitcue.tt, S. D.—Northwestern Public 
Service Company, Huron, S. D., plans ex- 
tensions in transmission lines at Mitchell 
for power feeder service. Application has 
been made for permission. 


NAPOLEONVILLE, La—J. Aron & Com- 
pany, 416 Poydras Street, New Orleans, 
La., plan installation of motors and con- 
trols, conveyors, electric hoists and other 
equipment in connection with rebuilding 
of cane sugar mill near Nanoleonville, re- 
cently destroyed by fire. Loss estimated 
over $400,000. Leo S. Weil and Walter 
B. Moses, 427 South Peters Street, New 
Orleans, are consulting engineers. 


Toronto, Oxnto—Ohio River Edison 
Company, Youngstown, Ohio, has plans un- 
der way for expansion and improvements 
in hydroelectric generating plant at Tor- 
onto, including installation of additional 
equipment. Work will be placed under 
way at early date. 


Los ANncELEs, Catir.—Los Angeles Water 
and Power Bureau, 207 South Broadway, 
will take bids soon on general contract 
for proposed new three-story operating, 
maintenance and repair building, 120x180 
feet, at 1530 St. John Street. Cost es- 
timated at $350,000, including electrical 
and mechanical equipment. 


Houston, Tex.—Tennison Brothers, Inc., 
Texarkana, Ark., plans installation of mo- 
tors and controls, transformers and acces- 
sories, conveyors, electric hoists and other 
equipment in new sheet metal products 
manufacturing plant in East End district, 
Houston, where tract of over 50 acres of 
land has been acquired. Work is sched- 
uled to begin soon. Cost over $450,000. 


Weztsporo, Pa. — Wellsboro Electric 
Company has plans under way for ex- 
pansion and improvements in steam-elec- 
tric generating plant, including installa- 
tion of additional equipment. Extensions 
also will be made in transmission and dis- 
tributing lines. Cost reported close to 
$200.000. 


SACRAMENTO, Ca.tir.—Sacramento Air 
Depot, Constructing Quartermaster De- 
partment, receives bids until May 24 for 
construction of a highly technical airplane 
engine test building at local air depot, in- 
cluding complete electrical and mechanical 
installation, motor-driven pumps, heaters, 
filters, hydraulic lifts, elevators and other 
equipment (Circular 6870-20). 


Totzpo, On1o—Libbey Glass Company, 
Ash Street and Wheeling & Lake Erie 
Railroad, plans installation of motors and 
controls, regulators, conveyors and other 
equipment in new addition to glass tum- 
bler and container plant. Cost about $500,- 
000. Work will begin at early date. 


Wituiamson, W. Va.—Has negotiations 
under way for purchase of local electrical 
distributing system of Appalachian Elec- 
tric Power Company. and will operate as 
municipal property in future. Extensions 
and improvements are planned. 


Cuicaco, ILt.—Public Service Company 
of Northern [Illinois, 72 West Adams 
Street, plans extensions in primary and 
secondary lines for rural electric system 
in Marshall, Kankakee, Grundy, Cook and 
other counties, totaling about 50 miles, in- 
cluding a number of 2300-volt lines, with 
power substation facilities. Application 
has been made for permission. 


AppLeton, Wis. — Wisconsin-Michigan 
Power Company, Appleton, has plans for 
extensions in primary and secondary lines 
for rural electrification in about 11 coun- 
ties in Upper Peninsula district of Michi- 
gan, including power substation and serv- 
ice facilities. Work will begin soon. 


SacrAMENTO, Catir.—Western Pacific 
Railroad Company, Mills Building, San 
Francisco, Calif., plans installation of mo- 
tors and controls, conveyors, electric hoists, 
transformers and accessosrises, and other 
equipment in new one-story shop, 150x300 
feet, at car and locomotive construction 
and repair shops at Sacramento, includ- 
ing improvements in present shop units. 
Cost over $200,000. Company engineering 
department, first noted address, in charge. 


La Crosse, Wis.—Northern States Power 
Company, Eau Claire, Wis., plans installa- 
tion of a steam-electric generating plant 
of 30,000-kw. capacity, divided into three 
operating units, on site recently acq 
at the lower end of French Island, pre 
viously noted in these columns. Station 
is estimated to cost about $1,500,000, am 
financing will be arranged before work 
begins on project, which also is to ! 
approved by Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission. 


New Haven, Conn.—United I!luminat- 
ing Company, New Haven, plans extensions 
and improvements in local English power 
plant, including installation of equipment 
for increased capacity. Cost reported over 
$200,000. Work will be placed under way 


soon. 
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